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Margaret Smelser is a 30-year member of the Manatee Chapter Daughters of the American 

Revolution (DAR).  She served in leadership positions for 12 consecutive years from 2008-

2019 including Treasurer (three terms), 1st Vice Regent and Regent (two terms) leading the 

chapter during a period of growth.  She has also served as chairman of the DAR Service for 

Veterans Committee.  Under her leadership, her committee attended “No-next-of-Kin” 

funerals at the Sarasota National Cemetery, shopped for holiday meals and helped pack 

boxes for deployed troops through Manasota Operation Troop Support (MOTS), sponsored a 

dog for a local veteran through PAWS for Patriots, volunteered for the annual Veterans 

Stand Down, and passed out American flags at the Veterans Parade. 

 

During the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War Commemoration, Margaret coordinated a 

presentation in her sub-division to present medals and certificates to all the Vietnam vets.  

She coordinated a similar presentation for her Ohio classmates during a recent High School 

reunion.  Margaret has made it her mission to keep an eye on the condition of flags in her 

neighborhood.   

 

Margaret serves as the Manatee Chapter DAR representative on the Manatee Veterans 

Council.  During her tenure she audited the financial records and instituted several new 

accounting practices.   

 

She has also served as a Guide/Guard 2017-2018 as a member of the Mary Todd Lincoln 

Tent#10, of The Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War lineage society, located in 

Bradenton, FL. She is the current chapter Registrar for the Tent. She has always been 

supportive of any of our Tent projects such as Wreaths Across America and donations to the 

veterans homes. She is currently serving as National Chairman for the Committee The 

Grand Army of the Republic Scholarships and Awards and she awards an annual 

scholarships to deserving students. She has been a member of Mary Todd Lincoln Tent#, 

DUVCW, since December 2016.  

 
She is the widow of a World War II Navy veteran, sister of a Vietnam Navy veteran, mother 

of an Air Force vet, and step-mother to Navy and Air Force veterans.   Her love of active 

troops and veterans is continuously demonstrated as she honors those who fight or fought 

to keep us free.  Whether in an airport, store or restaurant, whenever Margaret sees 

someone wearing a hat, jacket or shirt that identifies them as a veteran, she approaches 

them and thanks them for their service. 


